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V. ARLENE DOUGLAS, 96, of 
Monroe
MICHELE “MIKKI” EAST-
MAN, 54, of Newport
JEROME “GUS” OLLEGES, 
85, of Gibraltar
PEARL M. (BARRON) 
SMITH, 95, of Cadillac
KIM MICHAEL WALKER, 65, 
of Monroe

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Congress’s routine of pub-
licly shaming drug com-
pany executives over high 
prices works no better than 
a placebo: It may make 
some people feel better, but 
it doesn’t treat the problem.

In the last two years, 
House and Senate com-
mittees issued more than a 
dozen subpoenas to price-
hiking drugmakers, collect-
ing hundreds of thousands 
of documents and berating 
executives for more than 16 
hours of public hearings.

But a review by The As-
sociated Press of the list 
prices of nearly 30 brand-
name medications and ge-
neric versions targeted by 
congressional investigators 
shows most haven’t budged 
since coming under federal 
scrutiny, according to fig-
ures from Truven Health 
Analytics.

“These companies have 
made clear that they are 
not going to change course 
on their own — they will 
keep bilking the American 
people for all they can un-
less Congress acts,” said 
Rep. Elijah Cummings, 
D-Maryland, the rank-
ing member on the House 
Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform.

Unlike most countries, 
the United States doesn’t 
regulate drug prices. That 
means drugmakers, like 
other businesses, are large-
ly free to set prices as high 
as the market will bear.

Congress has avoided 

Drug prices don’t 
budge even after 
pressure from 
Congress

n Although slowed recently by heart problems, 
Mary Marino still thrives on cooking, humor and a 
positive attitude toward life and family.

BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

A
fter suffering two mild heart attacks this 
past year, Mary Marino has slowed down 
somewhat from her once busy lifestyle.

But as she marks her 110th birthday 
today, the vibrant Italian homemaker 
relishes her relatively good health and en-
ergy while missing the independence she 

once had while living and cooking on her own.
“I have a hard time hearing and sometimes I’m 

a little cranky and feisty,” Mrs. Marino said from a 
wheelchair in the community room at Fountain View 
of Monroe where she has lived since May. “I miss 
making my own pasta and sauce, but they treat me 
real good here. Everybody has been really nice.”

It’s been quite an adjustment since she moved from 
Creekside Village located behind the Lutheran Home. 
At 110, she may be the oldest person in Michigan, her 
family and employees at Fountain View say. Last June, 
Jeralean Talley of Detroit, died at the age of 116. At the 
time, Ms. Talley was believed to be the world’s oldest 
person.

Mrs. Marino will celebrate her birthday this after-
noon with cake along with her daughter, Diane Bry-
ant. On Sunday, a bigger family celebration is planned 
with up to 40 people expected to attend.

Mrs. Marino maintains that humor and having a 
good attitude and diet are key ingredients for a long 
life. 

“Live a good, clean life and eat right and you can 
have good health,” she said. “And be nice to people.”

Confined mostly to a wheelchair, she remains fairly 
active and began physical therapy this week to build 
more strength in her legs. But she can’t cook like she 
used to despite having her own private room and 
kitchen at Fountain View.

Italian-born homemaker of Monroe may be oldest person in Michigan

--Monroe News photo by TOM HAWLEY 

Mary Marino, who turned 110 years old today, is a resident of Fountain View of Monroe. Here she 
is fake dancing in her chair.

STILL ‘FEISTY’ AT 110

BY DANIELLE PORTTEUS
dportteus@monroenews.com

Avery and Grace Drake are per-
fectly fine with their friends and 
family seeing their smiling faces 
on the side of a Lake Erie Transit 
bus. 

On Wednesday, the public 
transportation company for 
Monroe County unveiled the first 
of a series of three new wrapped 
buses featuring a community 
pride theme. The bus “Commu-
nity Pride — City of Monroe” fea-
tures photos of firemen, veterans, 
young athletes and citizens along 
with images of the Floral City in-
cluding the River Raisin Centre 
for the Arts, the Custer status, Lo-
ranger Square, the county court-
house and downtown Monroe.   

The Drakes were among the 
handful of people who are fea-
tured on the wrap. 

“I like it,” said Grace, 11, who is 
a sixth-grader at Custer Elemen-
tary School. 

The Drake sisters are dressed 

in the Monroe Trojan basketball 
uniforms on the bus. 

Avery, 13, said their mom, Leah 
Kuehnlein, works at LET and re-
cruited them to be part of the 
new campaign. 

Avery said she is proud of be-
ing on the bus and is not worried 
about anyone seeing her face. 

“We have been involved in the 
sports and in the community,” 
she said. 

During a brief program before 
the bus unveiling, Joe Lybik, LET 
board chairman, talked about the 
history of the bus wraps, which 
began in 2008 with the “Spirit of 
Monroe” bus. 

“We are proud to do this,” he 
told an audience of about 40 
people. 

Two other bus wraps will be 
unveiled in Frenchtown Town-
ship and Bedford Township on 
Tuesday and Nov. 30 respectively. 

Mr. Lybik said the project was 

ROLLING 
WITH PRIDE

— Monroe News photos by TOM HAWLEY 

Richard Torpey, 77, of Monroe Post 1138, Veteran of Foreign Wars, poses next to his 
photograph and one of fellow veteran Al Yentz, 87, on the Lake Erie Transit “Ride 
with Pride in Monroe” bus.  

Hayden McIntosh, 8, of Monroe 
poses with his photograph on 
the Lake Erie Transit bus.  

Avery Drake, 13, and her sister Grace, 11, admire 
their photographs on the bus (below). 

Wraps come off newly decorated LET bus

See CONGRESS, Page 9A

See FEISTY, Page 9A

See PRIDE, Page 9A
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DEATHS

▲

FROM PAGE 1A

▲

V. Arlene Douglas, 96, 
of Monroe, passed away 
Monday, Nov. 14, 2016, at 
Wellspring Lutheran Home, 
Monroe.

A r l e n e 
was  bor n 
N o v.  1 7 , 
1919 in Li-
tchfield, Ill. 
t o  R a l p h 
a n d  B e s -
sie  (Kabel) 
Green.  She 
was a graduate of Litch-
field High School, and then 
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Illinois, receiving 
a B.A. in sociology, with a 
music minor. 

On July 8, 1944 she mar-
ried Dr. Dale W. (Doug) 
Douglas at the Central 
Christian Church in Gary, 
Ind. They moved to Mon-
roe in 1955 from Dwight, 
Ill. Sadly, he preceded her 
in death on Aug. 21, 1996.

She shared her piano 
skills in many ways, serv-
ing as the organist at Christ 
Lutheran Church for five 
years, and then as the or-
ganist/assistant organist at 
First Presbyterian Church 
for over 30 years. 

She served as a substitute 
organist at many churches, 
of all faiths, in the Monroe 
area for many years. She  
accompanied many solo-
ists, choirs, and in the the-
ater.  

Her memberships in-
cluded: Friends in Council, 
Friends of Sawyer House, 
Michigan Cancer Society, 
American Medical Aux-
iliary, Meals on Wheels, 
AAUW, Fine Arts Council, 
Monroe Golf and Country 
Club, the American Guild 
of Organists, and the Alpha 
Gamma Delta Sorority at 
the University of Illinois.  
She was a longtime mem-

ber of the First Presbyte-
rian Church and served as 
an elder there.  

She leaves to cherish 
her memory her children, 
Robert (Nancy) Douglas 
of Monroe, J. Brad (Mary) 
Douglas of South Lyon, D. 
Stephen (Carol) Douglas of 
Arlington Heights, Ill. and 
Jane Kwilecki of Ormond 
Beach, Fla.; grandchildren: 
Robert S. (Nicole) Douglas, 
Kari (Andrew) Marchese, 
Joe (Alisha) Irwin, Shawn 
Irwin, Michelle, Irwin,  
Ryan Irwin, Bobby Doug-
las, Sarah Jane Kwilecki; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Madeline, Emma, Lucie, 
Abbey, Ellie, Henry, and  
Liam. 

As well as her husband, 
she was also preceded in 
death by her parents and 
brothers Robert and Ralph 
Green.

Friends are invited to call 
3-8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 18, at 
Bacarella Funeral Home, 
1201 S. Telegraph Rd. A pri-
vate burial will take place at 
Roselawn Memorial Park, 
LaSalle, then the family will 
greet friends Saturday, Nov. 
19, at First Presbyterian 
Church from 1 p.m. until a 
2 p.m. service to honor her 
life.  Rev. Annemarie S. Kid-
der, pastor of the church, 
will officiate.

For those who wish to 
make a memorial dona-
tion in her name, the First 
Presbyterian Church, or 
the Wellspring Lutheran 
Home, for continuing edu-
cation for nurses or CNAs 
is suggested.  

Online condolences and 
special memories may be 
shared with the family by 
visiting the funeral home 
Facebook page, or the obit-
uary page at www.bacarel-
lafuneralhome.com. 

V. Arlene Douglas
Nov. 17, 1919 -Nov. 14, 2016

Michele “Mikki” East-
man, 54, of Newport, 
passed away Monday, Nov. 
1 4 ,  2 0 1 6 , 
at  Toledo 
ProMedica 
H o s p i t a l 
f o l l ow i n g 
complica-
tions from 
a heart at-
tack.

Born Jan. 19, 1962, she 
was the daughter of Stan-
ley and Elaine (DiSaba-
tino) Rogers.  Following 
graduation from Airport 
High School in 1980, Mikki 
felt the calling to serve her 
country and joined the 
United States Navy. During 
that time, she met the love 
of her life, Gene Eastman, 
and they were married on 
Aug. 13, 1983. Together 
they had five children.

Family was of utmost 
importance to Mikki. She 
prided herself on being 
a good, strong wife and 
mother for her children. 
She adored being a Mimi to 
her grandsons.  

Mikki also had a great 
compassion for others.  No 
matter if you knew her for 
years or a few minutes, you 
were her friend.  Mikki was 
also very active in the Mon-
roe County Special Olym-
pics, having been a coach 
for 24 years.  She was espe-
cially proud of her athletes. 
During her time as a coach, 
she earned a Volunteer of 

the Year Award and Coach 
of the Year Award from the 
State of Michigan.

She also enjoyed garden-
ing, reading and crafts.

Cherishing her memory 
is her loving husband Gene 
and their five children: Jes-
sica Rogers, ReAnna (Kev-
in) Hemry II, Andrea East-
man, Stuart Eastman and 
Caleb Eastman; her grand-
sons, Dylan and Aiden; her 
parents, Stan and Elaine 
Rogers; brothers Stan Rog-
ers and Shawn Rogers, sis-
ter Tracy (Terry) Brown, 
and a host of nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her grandparents, 
Joseph and Irene DiSabati-
no and Juanita and Melvin 
Cousino. 

Friends may gather 2-8 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 17, 
2016, at Merkle Funeral 
Service, North Monroe, 
2442 N. Monroe St. Mon-
roe, Mich. (734)384-5185. 
A celebration of her life 
will be held at 11 a.m. Fri-
day, Nov. 18, 2016, also at 
Merkle’s, with her nephew, 
Pastor Jimmy McDonald, 
officiating. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials can be made to the 
family for funeral arrange-
ments.

Online guests may leave 
words of inspiration and 
comfort or share a photo 
by visiting www.merklefs.
com.

Michele “Mikki” Eastman
Jan. 19, 1962 – Nov. 14, 2016

Kim Michael Walker, 
age 65, of Monroe, passed 
away, Tuesday, Nov. 15, 
2016, in his home.

Born May 22, 1951 in 
Monroe, Kim was the 
son of Orville and Gladys 
(Duby) Walker. He married 
the love of his life, Patricia 
Morris, on March 15, 1974. 
Sadly, she preceded him in 
death Oct. 13, 2014.

A dedicated husband 
and father, Kim worked 
as a steel worker for over 
30 years at Detroit Stoker 
Company, retiring in 2006.  

He enjoyed collecting Hot 
Wheels cars and watching 
Detroit sports teams, but 
most of all he cherished 
time spent with family and 
friends.

A celebration of Kim’s life 
will be Friday. Friends may 
call 4-8 p.m. Friday at the 
Allore Chapel-Martenson 
Family of Funeral Homes, 
203 E. Elm Ave.

For more information, to 
send a floral arrangement 
or to leave an online con-
dolence, please visit www.
allore.com.

Kim Michael Walker
May 22, 1951-Nov. 15, 2016

Jerome “Gus” Olleges, 
age 85, of Gibraltar, passed 
away Nov. 10, 2016 at 
Beaumont 
Ho s p i t a l -
Trenton.

Born Dec. 
10, 1930 in 
Detroit, Je-
rome was 
the son of 
W i l l i a m 
and Mar-
guerite (Meyer) Olleges.  He 
married the love of his life, 
Nancy Tonkin, on Feb. 29, 
1968 in Gibraltar.  A veteran 
of the United States Army, 
having served overseas in 
Korea, Gus worked for over 
30 years at Detroit Stoker 
Company, retiring in 1992. 

He was a life member of 
the VFW Post 4230 Rock of 
Gibraltar, life member of 
the Flat Rock Hiram Lodge 
110 Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, past member of the 
Rockwood Moose Lodge, 
and he had attended 
the First Congregational 
Church of Rockwood.

Gus leaves to cherish his 
memory, Nancy, his wife of 
the past 48 years; a daugh-
ter, Geraldine (Harry) Sals-

berry, and a stepdaughter, 
Nanette ( John III) Laba-
die; four grandchildren: 
Virginia (Christopher) 
Adam, Stephanie Sals-
berry (Christopher Wood-
ward), Jennifer (David) 
Mundt, and John Labadie 
IV (Candice DeMoines); as 
well as many nieces and  
nephews.

Sadly, he was preceded in 
death by his parents and a 
sister, Betty Behrendt.

A celebration of Gus’ life 
will be Saturday. Friends 
may gather Saturday from 
12 noon until a 3 p.m. 
memorial service at Ford 
Chapel-Martenson Family 
of Funeral Homes, 23620 
N. Huron River Dr., Rock-
wood.  Rev. Robin Honakor 
will officiate.  Military hon-
ors will be provided by the 
Downriver Veterans Honor 
Guard.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to the Parkinson’s 
Foundation.  For more in-
formation, to send a floral 
arrangement or to leave an 
online condolence, please 
visit www.martenson.com.

Jerome “Gus” Olleges
Dec. 10, 1930 - Nov. 10, 2016

D E A T H  N O T I C E

Pearl M. (Barron) Smith, 95, died Saturday at Green 
Acres Assisted Living, Cadillac. Arrangements are pend-
ing with the Allore Chapel-Martenson Family of Funeral 
Homes.

Pearl M. (Barron) Smith
Nov. 12, 2016

MONROE
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passing laws that would 
change how drugs are 
priced, in keeping with 
the wishes of the power-
ful pharmaceutical lobby. 
That leaves lawmakers 
with few options beyond 
hauling executives before 
their committees.

Cummings helped kick 
off Capitol Hill’s latest 
round of pharmaceutical 

bashing in the fall of 2014 
with a flurry of letters to 
makers of prescription 
drugs that had seen dra-
matic price spikes. Since 
then, the AP counted 29 
drugs that were specifi-
cally mentioned either in 
letters from lawmakers 
or during congressional 
hearings. The list prices 
of 22 of those drugs did 
not change at all. Five fell, 
and two actually went up. 

Congress (cont.)

a lengthy one but impor-
tant. 

“This started about five 
to six months ago,” he 
said. “The ‘Community 
Pride’ motto says it all. We 
wanted to demonstrate 
the importance of the 
millage communities.” 

The organization part-
nered with Sheroian As-
sociates in Lambertville 
to create the campaign. 
They asked community 
leaders for their input on 
images to use on the bus. 

Mark Jagodzinski, gen-
eral manager of Lake Erie 
Transit, said the wrapped 
buses typically last seven 
to 10 years. If the buses 
experience any wear and 
tear or damage to the im-
ages, they can be fixed 
since the wrap was cre-
ated in panels. 

Currently, of the 32 
buses in operation, nine 

of them feature wraps, 
which includes the three 
newest ones. 

“We have no plans to do 
any wraps after this,” Mr. 
Jagodzinski said. 

For Lake Erie Transit 
driver Mark “Whitey” 
Armstrong, seeing his 
face on the Monroe bus 
was an interesting feeling. 

“It’s weird,” he said 
while taking a picture 
of himself on the bus. “I 
have family and friends 
who don’t believe I’m on a 
bus, so I’m going to show 
them.” 

Mr. Armstrong, a New-
port resident, has been 
driving a bus for the LET 
for about seven months. 
While he is traveling 
through the city, he might 
even catch a glimpse of 
himself while he is driving 
one of the other buses. 

“It will be kinda of inter-
esting to see myself while 
I’m driving by,” he said.

Pride (cont.)

“She gets three meals a 
day and snacks whenever 
she wants them,” her 
daughter Mrs. Bryant, 70, 
said. “She still keeps olive 
oil, cinnamon and garlic 
in her cabinet.”

Mrs. Marino eats fresh 
spinach almost every day 
and stir-fries it with olive 
oil and onions. 

“I was raised on garlic 
and olive oil,” she said. 
“I like using fennel seed, 
too,” as a herb seasoning.

She prefers eating in 
her room. Breakfast is 
her favorite meal and she 
usually eats cereal, oat-
meal or wheat bread. She 
gets up at 6 or 6:30 a.m. 
and goes to bed about 
10:30 p.m.

“I don’t feel like I used 
to,” she said. “I’m a lot 
more tired.”

The former Mary 
Pacelli, she grew up in 
New Jersey with two 
siblings, both of whom 
died young. She moved 
to Michigan when she 
married Dan Marino 
at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, Monroe, in 1942, 
just before he joined the 
Army and served in World 
War II. He died from lung 
cancer in 2007 at age 89.

“I miss him every day,” 
she said. “We used to go 
out a lot and do every-
thing together.”

At this point in her 
life, she’s not looking for 
another husband.

“I had one — that’s 
enough,” she said with a 
laugh.

Sharon Warrick, 
director of activities at 
Fountain View, said Mrs. 
Marino held a “Cooking 
with Mary” class recently 
for about 10 residents 
on making homemade 
marinara sauce, angel 
hair pasta and meatballs. 
The aroma of the food 
filled the hallways and 
staff and other residents 
wandered in to see what 

was going on.
“The residents love 

her,” Ms. Warrick said. 
“We’re both Italian, so 
we have a little in com-
mon. She was bossing us 
around, saying we don’t 
have enough olive oil. Go 
get some.”

On making pizza, Mrs. 
Marino said the thinner 
the crust, the better.

“She’s so sweet, delight-
ful, sharp as a tack and so 
funny,” the director said. 
“She has a passion for 
family, cooking and eat-
ing well. And she remem-
bers things.”

Mrs. Marino receives 
communion every Tues-
day and prays the rosary 
every day. She keeps a 
crucifix over her bed with 
Jesus stretching his arms 
out from the cross.

“I talk to Jesus and God 
and they listen,” she said. 
“I pray for my whole fam-
ily to watch over them.”

She also enjoys reading 
magazines, listening to 
big band music, Law-
rence Welk and jazz and 
swing musician Bennie 
Goodman and watching 
“Dancing with the Stars” 
on TV. She sometimes 
exercises and does a 
little dance while in her 
wheelchair.

“I can stand up, but not 
walk like I used to,” she 
said.

Born in 1906, Mrs. 
Marino worked in the 
laundry business when 
she was younger and was 
a homemaker much of 
her life. The oldest mem-
ber at St. Joseph’s, she 
took part in ceremonies 
when the church closed 
in 2014 and later in the 
welcoming service for 
parishioners at St. John 
Catholic Church. She has 
a son, Daniel Jr., 73; eight 
grandchildren and a doz-
en great-grandchildren.

“She likes people to 
visit and to see the grand-
children,” Mrs. Bryant 
said. “The younger the 
better.”

Feisty (cont.)

With 40 years of funeral service experience, Jeff has 
always tried to show the families of Monroe the kind of 
care and concern he would want.  With Allore Funeral 
Home, he has the opportunity to help people when they 
need it most.

Born and raised in Michigan, Jeff has a true love for this 
community.  He is member of the Monroe High School 
First Downers’ football program, the Monroe Masonic 
Lodge, AMVETS of Monroe, American Legion and 
Monroe Shriners.

As a licensed funeral director and manager of 
Allore Funeral Home, Jeff brings a special kind of 
professionalism in his service to families.

Jeff is a loving husband to his wife, Susan Naveaux, who 
has been a nurse at Mercy Memorial Hospital for over  
35 years, and is a committed father to Ryan (and 
Natasha) Welker and Derek (and Ashley) Welker.

Jeff Welker
Licensed Funeral Director

“We understand we only have one 
chance to perform our work sensitively 
and correctly. There could be nothing 

more rewarding.”

Our professional commitment  
to the community.

Allore Chapel  |  203 East Elm Ave.  |  Monroe, MI 48162  |  (734) 241-5225  |  www.martenson.com
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OUR VIEW

 TO THE POINT
The new Lake Erie Transit bus wraps give our community even more 
ways to roll out our pride in the people and places of Monroe County.

Lake Erie Transit buses 
are displaying the best 
assets in our commu-
nity — our people and our 
landmarks. 

The buses travel nearly 
1,300 miles a day, and now 
a few of them will make 
the journey displaying 
a new community pride 
theme. The public trans-
portation company for 
Monroe County recently 
unveiled the first of a 
series of three new wraps 
for buses. The buses are 
putting art into motion. 

 The bus “Community 
Pride — City of Monroe” 
features photos of fire-
men, veterans, young 
athletes and citizens along 
with images of the Floral 
City, including the River 
Raisin Centre for the Arts, 
the Custer statue, Lor-
anger Square, the county 
courthouse and downtown 
Monroe. 

Officials said the bus 
wrap project was a lengthy 
one, but the community 
pride theme is one that 
Mark Jagodzinski, general 
manager of Lake Erie Tran-
sit, said the company was 
eager to pursue. 

“It was really about 
recognizing the three com-
munities that support Lake 

Erie Transit with a mill-
age,” Mr. Jagodzinski said. 

The company serves a 
total of 416,563 people in 
Monroe County:

n 289,670 on a fixed 
route for the City of 
Monroe and Frenchtown 
Township. 

n 77,662 riders in 
Frenchtown Township. 

n 19,483 in Bedford 
Township.  

n 29,748 through essen-
tial transportation con-
tracted services for senior 
citizens and disabled 
customers.

The wraps, which began 
in 2008, have become a 
source of inspiration for 
the community that will 
reach well into the future. 
Of the company’s 32 buses 
in operation, nine of them 
feature wraps. Two other 
bus wraps will be unveiled 
in Frenchtown Township 
on Tuesday and Bedford 
Township on Nov. 30. 

Through the new com-
munity pride theme, Lake 
Erie Transit is giving the 
area one more reason 
to take pride in our area 
and note of what makes it 
special. 

Buses rev up pride 
in our community

— Monroe News photo by TOM HAWLEY 

Monroe residents pulled the tarp off the Lake Erie Transit bus 
Wednesday as they unveiled a new “Ride with Pride in Monroe” 
bus wrap with photographs taken of local residents, places and 
events in Monroe.

BY KENT BUSH 
More Content Now

I 
don’t agree with many things 
Donald Trump does or says. 
Many of the people he has 
tabbed for positions of leader-
ship have been controversial 
for some really important 

reasons.
But one appointment he made is 

an excellent choice.
Kansas Congressman Mike 

Pompeo is reportedly Trump’s pick 
to lead the Central Intelligence 
Agency.

I can tell you a lot about Mike 
Pompeo. Before getting a chance to 
move back to Oklahoma, he was my 
representative in Congress.

I can give you his resume. He was 
first in his class at West Point. He 
was a decorated soldier in the Army. 
He got his law degree and became 
editor of the Harvard Law Review. 
He even founded an aerospace 
company in Wichita, Kan., before 
jumping into politics.

I can tell you about a measure he 
sponsored in the House of Repre-
sentatives last year to recognize and 
honor the service of the “Atomic 
Veterans” — 200,000 service 
members who conducted nuclear 
weapons tests and were exposed to 
dangerous levels of radiation.

I can tell you that he never was 
one to fall out of touch with his 
district. He walked in parades and 
attended events in years when he 
was running and when he wasn’t. 
Several times he attended local ice 
cream festivals and carnivals and 
was gracious to children and adults 
alike. Most Fridays, he could be 
found talking to students in one of 
the schools in his district.

In the 4th District in Kansas — 
home to Koch Industries headquar-
ters — if you are the Republican 
nominee, you don’t have to work 

that hard to win. Pompeo still 
worked hard because he enjoyed 
working with people and he truly 
cared about his district.

Unlike many people who the 
president-elect has chosen to serve 
with him, Pompeo is a kind man 
and 100 percent not a racist.

When my wife and I ran into 
some snags in our international 
adoption, Pompeo and his Wichita 
staff were very helpful.

But my favorite story about him 
came after one of the worst days of 
my life. I was serving as the Au-
gusta, Kan., Chamber of Commerce 
president and through certain 
circumstances, our board discov-
ered some problems with the way 
money was being used by our direc-
tor. Police were called, and with the 
director otherwise detained, I was 
the person television crews and 
newspaper reporters sought for an 
interview.

It was a rough night. I learned a 
lot about what it was like to be on 
the other side of the camera and 
notebook.

The next day, I got a call. When 
I answered, it was Mike Pompeo 
from his Washington, D.C., office. 
He expressed his concern for what 

had happened at the chamber and 
offered the services of his local of-
fice if there was anything we needed 
from them.

“This is my mobile number, so 
you have it now,” Pompeo told me. 
“If you or the chamber there ever 
need anything, don’t hesitate to 
call.”

He didn’t have to do that, but he 
did.

Later that year, I gave him a 
chance to put his money where 
his mouth was. Our organization 
needed someone to draw a crowd to 
our annual banquet, and we didn’t 
have any money to lure in a major 
speaker. Pompeo stepped up and 
made an incredibly nonpartisan 
and inspiring speech for everyone 
in attendance.

I don’t agree with everything 
Pompeo believes in. He is further 
right on the political spectrum than 
I am.

But he did endorse Marco Rubio 
before the primary in Kansas that 
Ted Cruz eventually won, and still 
his qualifications are such that 
Trump gave him the appointment.

Like many from his party, Pom-
peo is no fan of Hillary Clinton. He 
had a shot at her in the House Intel-
ligence Committee’s hearing about 
Benghazi and missed. As CIA direc-
tor, he might take a second shot.

Hopefully, he will honor the tradi-
tion that winning sides often do and 
not “punch downward” at the losing 
side.

If Pompeo is confirmed by the 
Senate, I think he would do a good 
job in the role of CIA director. He 
is definitely Trump’s best appoint-
ment so far.

Kent Bush is publisher of Shawnee 
(Okla.) News-Star and can be reached 
at kent.bush@news-star.com.

Pompeo a solid pick for CIA

Letters are welcome
Letters on matters of public interest are welcome. Full 
name, address and telephone number are required. 
Anonymous letters and those without verifiable names 
and addresses will not be published. Letters are limited 
to 400 words and may be edited. The e-mail address is 
letters@monroenews.com. Fax (734) 242-0937.

REP. MIKE POMPEO, R-KAN.

No one is more supportive of 
young people involved in politics 
than I am. Year after year, I not only 
teach my own stu-
dents but also speak at 
colleges and universi-
ties, eschewing po-
litical correctness but 
urging, begging even, 
for the students to 
passionately advocate 
the beliefs they hold 
and to become active 
participants in our 
democracy.

But not by protest-
ing our democracy. 
Not by challenging the Constitu-
tion.

Imagine, just for a minute, if the 
shoe were on the other foot here, 
and Hillary Clinton had managed 
to squeak by with a few extra votes 
in Michigan and Wisconsin, and 

Donald Trump supporters were out 
there protesting the clear results of 
the Electoral College.

What would we be saying? What 
were most of us, faithful supporters 
of the Constitution that we are, say-
ing just a few weeks ago? We were 
foaming at the mouth, that’s what 
we were doing — at Donald Trump’s 
comment, made in his usual 
mocking tone, that he might not 
accept the results of the election. It 
was Clinton’s finest moment. She 
stopped short (but not by much) of 
calling him a traitor to the Constitu-
tion.

What does it make those young 
people in Portland? 

The saddest statistic: Reportedly, 
more than half of those arrested at 
the protests in Portland didn’t vote. 
What are they protesting? Their 
own laziness and indifference, and 
the laziness and indifference of so 

much of their generation? To elect 
Clinton, all they had to do was 
vote in greater numbers than older 
people tend to. And they might be 
wise to do that, since they have a 
longer future ahead of them, with 
no Social Security and Medicare to 
look for (once they’re done being 
crushed by student-loan debts). But 
no one cares because they prefer to 
get their sun protesting rather than 
getting the benefits they need by 
voting. 

If you’re not part of the answer, 
you’re part of the problem. 

We had an election. It was not 
rigged. A peaceful transition is a 
hallmark of a stable democracy.

We should give the new president 
a chance. He won. 

And we — those of us who have 
a different vision of America and 
the world and each other — should 
keep fighting for what we believe in.

Respect Constitution, president-elect

Susan 
Estrich
Creators 
Syndicate
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GROSSE ILE, Mich. (AP) 
— An osprey born in the 
Detroit area has landed — 
in South America.

The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service says the osprey, 
named Monroe Julie, was 
banded with a satellite 
transmitter in June and 
started her journey on Aug. 
23. Wildlife experts say that 
the transmitter shows she’s 
now reached South Ameri-
ca.

The osprey has a 7-inch 
a n t e n n a  a t t a c h e d  t o  
her body. The equipment 
drops off in two to three 
years.

Monroe Julie was born 
on an osprey platform at 
the Detroit River Interna-
tional Wildlife Refuge. An 
Eagle Scout built the plat-
form. A team of biologists, 
veterinarians, utility work-
ers and volunteers worked 
on the project.

Whew! Banded Monroe-area osprey 
makes long flight to South America

Nearly $1.5 million was 
spent on street improve-
ments in the City of Mon-
roe in 2016.

Patrick Lewis, director 
of engineering and pub-
lic services for the city, 
said most of the work was 
done on about a half-doz-
en streets. 

“Not all of them have 
been paid completely to 
the contractor,” Mr. Lewis 
said Monday.

Following are estimates 
on how much the city 
spent on projects. The 
numbers are rounded to 
the nearest $25,000 or so, 
he said:

n Winchester St. from E. 
Third St. to the River Rai-
sin — $450,000.

n  E. Third St. from S. 
Monroe (M-125) to Scott 
Sts. — $300,000.

n Cranbrook Blvd. from 
N. Custer Rd. to Armitage 
Dr. — $350,000.

n  Borgess Ave. from 
W. Elm Ave. to Vine St. — 
$175,000.

n  Maple Blvd. (east-
bound lane) from Lin-
wood St. to Greenwood 
Ave. — $100,000.

n W. Elm Ave. from Lav-
ender St. to CSX Railroad 
— $100,000.

“ W e  a l s o  d i d  a 
streetscape project on 
N. Monroe between Elm 
and Willow, which wasn’t 
really a street project, he 
said. “But that’s going to 
be around $250,000.

$1.5 million spent on 
city street upgrades

BY RAY KISONAS
rayk@monroenews.com

A deer hunter shot him-
self in the leg Tuesday 
morning while attempt-
ing to enter a tree stand 
in a remote wooded area 
of London Township in 
northwest Monroe Coun-
ty.

The victim, believed to 
be a Taylor resident, was 
able to use boot laces as 
a tourniquet to slow the 
bleeding. However, of-
ficials with the Monroe 
County Sheriff’s Office re-
ported that the man may 
lose his leg below the knee 
due to the severity of the 
injuries. His name was 
not released, but Tuesday 
reportedly was the man’s 
birthday.

Maj. Jeff Kemp reported 
the man is in his late 50s 
or early 60s. He was hunt-
ing by himself around 8:30 
a.m.  off Allison Rd. east of 
Tuttle Hill Rd. when the 
accident occurred.

Maj. Kemp said the man 
was using a rope and clip 

system to help haul his 
gun up with him into the 
tree stand. As he began to 
ascend, the clip pulled the 
trigger to the .12-gauge 
shotgun and it discharged 
a slug at close range. The 
man told officials he be-
lieved the gun’s safety was 
on.

Maj. Kemp said the man 
fell to the ground, tied off 
the wound and called for 
help. He never made it 
into the tree stand, so he 
did not fall far.

Because the victim was 
in a remote area, it took 
emergency crews about 
20 minutes to locate him. 
Monroe County Central 
Dispatchers pinged the 
man’s cell phone, which 
helped locate him. The 
man was rushed to an 
area hospital and is ex-
pected to survive.

Members of the Lon-
don-Maybee-Raisinville 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and Monroe Com-
munity Ambulance as-
sisted at the scene.

Hunter shoots self 
in leg accidentally

BY PAULA WETHINGTON
pwethington@monroenews.com

The second of three special-
edition Lake Erie Transit buses set 
to roll out this year was unveiled 
Tuesday morning at the Frenchtown 
Township Hall.

The “Community Pride: French-
town Township” bus features a lotus 
flower, a sailboat, the Frenchtown 
Fire Department and Jefferson High 
School’s football team among the 
images that showcase the lifestyle 
and landmarks of the beach com-
munities and country farms. 

The City of Monroe special-edition 
bus was introduced to the public 
Nov. 16, and the Bedford Township 
bus will be introduced Nov. 30.

With these updates, eight buses in 
the 32-vehicle fleet will have special-
edition designs. 

Mark Jagodzinski, LET general 
manager, said it won’t be possible to 
restyle all of the buses. These three 
“Community Pride” bus wraps are 
meant as a thank you to the com-
munities that have passed millages 
to support the public transporta-
tion network, which has provided 
bus service since 1980 in Monroe 
County. The City of Monroe has 
fixed-route schedules throughout 

the day, and Frenchtown and Bed-
ford townships have Dial-a-Ride ser-
vices. Frenchtown Township’s service 
includes student transportation to 
and from Jefferson High School.

Mr. Jagodzinski said the idea 
began after the most recent millage 
renewals with the question: “How do 
we become more part of the com-
munity?” This discussion came up, 

and the project was several months 
in the making.

“It’s been real positive,” Theresa 
Sheroian, president of Sheroian As-
sociates of Lambertville and mar-
keting representative for the transit 
service, said about reaction to the 
community bus designs. 

The photos for the Frenchtown 
bus, she added, were taken in the 
summer.

Before the unveiling, a ceremony 
and reception took place inside the 
Frenchtown Township Hall, where 
the speakers included Joseph S. Ly-
bik, chairman of the LET board, and 
bus driver Jim Miller, who related his 
stories of growing up in the com-
munity.

Then it was time for other drivers 
to pull a tarp off the bus, and town-
ship officials and residents to peek 
at the faces and scenes that made it 
to the final design wrap. The bus was 
greeted with a round of applause.

Those attending included Joe Fla-
herty and Brandon Sovey, who are 
the Jefferson High School football 
players featured on the driver’s side. 
They had big smiles while posing for 
photos, as did Joseph Peer, a third-
grader at North Elementary School, 
who is the recreation summer ball 
player on the other side.

RIDING WITH PRIDE
— Monroe News photos by PAULA WETHINGTON

Joe Flaherty and Brandon Sovey (from left) are the Jefferson High School football players featured on the Lake Erie Transit “Commu-
nity Pride: Frenchtown Township” bus. The special wrap was unveiled Tuesday at the Frenchtown Township Hall.  

Frenchtown Fire Department personnel 
are featured on the back panel of the bus.

LANSING (AP) — Mich-
igan Lottery officials say 
nearly $889 million will 
be contributed the state’s 
School Aid Fund in 2016, 
a year after it contributed 
a record of $795.5 million.

MLive reports that lot-
tery officials said in a news 
release Monday that its 
2016 performance made it 
the fastest-growing lottery 
in the United States. 

Officials said the lottery 
had its most successful 

year as a result of record-
setting jackpots for Pow-
erball and instant lottery 
games reporting double-
digit growth. The state has 
paid out more than $1 bil-
lion in winnings this year.

Each dollar in tickets 
sold contributed 29 cents 
to the School Aid Fund, 59 
cents to prizes for players, 
9 cents to commissions 
for vendors and retailers 
and 3 cents to the lottery’s 
ongoing operations and 
administrative costs.

Michigan Lottery to send 
$889 million to schools 

LANSING (AP) — Michi-
gan State Police say they’ll 
be increasing roadway pa-
trols as the Thanksgiving 
holiday approaches and 
travel increases.

State police warn that 
the Thanksgiving holiday 
period is one of the dead-
liest times on Michigan 
roadways. They say that 
last year there were 11 
fatalities, including five 
pedestrians, during the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

Authorities say Michi-

gan troopers will start en-
forcement efforts starting 
today. That will include 
looking for impaired driv-
ing, seat belt use, careless 
driving and speeding. 
Federal traffic safety mon-
ey is used to pay for the 
extra patrols.

State police also plan a 
public awareness safety 
campaign. The agency 
is calling it Operation 
C.A.R.E., or Combined Ac-
cident Reduction Effort. It 
will run through Sunday.

State police road patrols 
increased before holiday

The City of Monroe has 
extended its yard waste 
collection. 

Initially, collections were 
scheduled to end the week 
of Dec. 5. During its regular 
meeting Monday, the Mon-
roe City Council voted to 
extend the pickups a week. 

Final collections will take 
place Dec. 12-15 on regular 
collection days.  

City’s yard waste 
pickup extended

Weekly yard waste curb-
side pickup in French-
town Township will end 
next week, Supervisor Jim 
McDevitt said.

Trucks for Republic Ser-
vices will pick up leaves, 
grass clippings, garden 
debris and branches until 
Dec. 2. 

Collections will resume 
in April, Mr. McDevitt  
said.

Frenchtown to end 
leaf pickup Dec. 2

Lake Erie Transit unveils special Frenchtown bus wrap

— Photo courtesy of Mike Grosso/U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Monroe Julie, born on an osprey platfrom in the Strong Unit 
of the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge near Estral 
Beach, fledged this summer and began her migration south-
ward on Aug. 23. She was outfitted with a satellite transmitter 
about the size of a nine-volt battery with a 7-inch antenna to 
track her flight.     
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I need help. I need to find out 
if anyone else is experiencing 
this phenomenon.

It concerns the coffee makers.
I’m attached to my coffee 

maker. I love my coffee maker.  I 
also require specific things from 
it.

My coffee maker has to have 
a timer. When I get up at 5 a.m., 
entering the kitchen to a brewing 
pot makes me feel like I have ser-
vants. I do not have servants. But 
that roasted aroma allows me to 
believe the staff is preparing my 
morning cup exactly to my lik-
ing. In my mind I make a note to 

give the staff a nice 
gift at Christmas. 
I also make a note 
to remind them to 
wash the windows. 
They’re filthy.

But back to cof-
fee makers. Along 
with the timer I like 
having a traditional 
basket instead of a 

cone, only because that’s the de-
fault filter we buy on our sprint 
through the grocery store. I also 
like the coffee maker to be black, 
because white, please note, 
turns brown. And finally it has 
to be the biggest one they sell. 
(On that note why is 12 cups the 
limit? Seems like it should be 18. 
What? I do not have a problem.)

The last coffee pot we had was 
very nice, it was a gift. It fit all the 
requirements. But the first time I 
poured a cup the coffee dribbled 
all over the place. It was a real 
mess.

I ascribed this to operator 
error. I was clumsy. So I worked 
at it. I concentrated. Yet every 
time I poured either water into 
the maker or coffee into a mug 
liquid would spill everywhere.

It had me concerned for my 
motor skills. Is this a first sign of 
something more serious?

One day, my husband men-
tioned he thought the coffee pot 
was defective because he was 
experiencing the exact same 
thing. This was a huge relief. I’m 
not dying. Awesome.

We set out to replace the oth-
erwise nice coffee maker. We did 
this in secret as the “weird pour” 
coffee maker was a gift.

The replacement coffee maker 
is a different brand. It meets 
all my requirements. But guess 
what? It dribbles liquid every-
where when you pour from the 
pot.

I’ve tried pouring slower, at 
different angles, with my left 
hand, standing on one foot, and 
while wearing a crucifix. Noth-
ing works. The pot, just like the 
previous one, pours like you’re in 
the middle of an earthquake.

So I’m left to wonder, is my 
kitchen tilted? Is there a sink 
hole or gravitational anomaly 
warping time and space near 
the Lazy Susan? What, pray tell, 
is interrupting the normal laws 
of physics and making it impos-
sible to pour without a huge 
puddle from every coffee maker 
we own?

I’ve taken to filling a tea kettle 
and using that to fill the cof-
fee maker. Just to reduce paper 
towel consumption in our home.

So there it is. My need for in-
put. Is this just how coffee works 
now? Is there some sort of coffee 
maker and paper towel business 
deal?

Help me out. I mean if this 
keeps up someone on my staff is 
going to lose their job.

  
Rebecca Regnier is a television 

journalist. Visit her online at www.
rebeccaregnier.com.

Pouring out 
questions 
about ‘weird 
pour’ coffee 
makers

Rebecca 
Regnier

BY DANIELLE PORTTEUS

dportteus@monroenews.com

BEDFORD TOWNSHIP — 
Two-year-old Nadia McIntosh 
smiled proudly and shouting 
“Mommy,” when she saw her 
mother, Faustina McIntosh on 
the side of a Lake Erie Transit 
bus. 

It took her a moment, but 
the youngster then realized her 
dad, Anthony McIntosh, was on 
there too. 

“It’s daddy,” she said.
Mr. McIntosh has worked at 

Lake Erie Transit for two years 
and was among several faces 
placed on a bus that will be used 
in Bedford Township as part of 
LET’s Dial-a-Ride service. 

The third and final “Com-
munity Pride” bus was unveiled 
Wednesday at Bedford Town-
ship Government Center. 

This month, Lake Erie Transit 
unveiled buses featuring faces 
of local residents and images 
from its three millage commu-
nities — The City of Monroe, 
Frenchtown Township and 
Bedford Township. 

Mr. McIntosh said the com-
pany was looking for volunteers 
to be photographed for the wrap 
and obliged. 

“My wife was way more into 
it because she loves taking pic-
tures,” he said. 

Dozens gathered prior to the 
unveiling for a brief program 
about the history of the wraps. 
Joseph Lybik, LET board chair-
man, as he did for the previous 
two unveilings, talked about the 
wraps beginning with the “Spirit 
of Monroe” bus in 2008. 

“Lake Erie Transit is proud to 
be part of this community,” he 
said. “(Bedford) is a beautiful 
area.” 

The Bedford Township bus 
features the Francis Fam-
ily YMCA, the library, Monroe 
County Community College’s 
Whitman Center, a golfer, fire-
men, a family, veterans and 
three members of the Bedford 
High School robotics team Bed-
ford Express. 

“Our coach was asked for 
some of us to be on the bus and 

being on it is a kinda weird,” 
said Olivia Miller, 17. 

The wraps will be on the bus 
for several years and Olivia 
thinks that is a cool idea. 

“What is cool is that years 
from now I can look at the bus 
and see what I was like back 
then,” Olivia said. 

Sam Synowka, a 17-year-old 

senior at Bedford High School, 
agreed. 

“I have never been on a bus 
before,” she said. “I think it’s a 
really cool thing.”

RIDE WITH PRIDE IN BEDFORD

— Monroe News photos by TOM HAWLEY 

Nadia McIntosh, 2 (above), was so excited to see her daddy and mommy, An-
thony and Faustina McIntosh, pictured on the new wrapped Lake Erie Transit 
“Ride with Pride in Bedford” bus, which was unveiled outside the Bedford 
Township Hall Wednesday. The Gandee children (right); Braden, Kerringan, 
Hunter and Kellen posed by their picture on the Lake Erie Transit “Ride with 
Pride in Bedford” bus (shown below).

n Volunteers will sell 
Goodfellow newspapers for 
any donation in Bedford 
Township, Monroe, Rockwood 
and Erie — all for charity.

BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

A century-long tradition of 
two local service organizations 
banding together to help the 
less fortunate at Christmas and 
throughout the year contin-
ues this weekend, but this time 
without two long-time support-
ers who have given much to the 
cause.

Members of the Monroe Ex-
change Club and Monroe Coun-
cil 1266, Knights of Columbus, 
will bundle up against the cold 
Saturday to sell special Good-
fellow editions of the Monroe 
News. The two organizations will 
split proceeds from the sale to 
use for their charitable activities.

Volunteers in Bedford Town-
ship and Rockwood also will be 
selling papers outside Friday and 
Saturday. The Erie Goodfellows 
will hold their sale Dec. 9-10 
while Bedford volunteers will sell 
again on Dec. 9-10. 

Missing from the ranks of 
Monroe’s Old Newsboys will be 
Paul Braunlich and Denny Mill-
er, both of whom died this past 
year. Mr. Braunlich was active 
with the Exchange Club, while 
Mr. Miller did the same with 
the Knights. The two clubs have 
agreed to dedicate the sale in 

their memory.
“We lost two major Goodfel-

lows,” said Matthew D. Hehl, 
chairman of the Goodfellows for 
the Exchange. “Paul has been in-
volved for at least 40 years. Late-
ly, he was part of the relief wagon 
team.”

Jay Jondro, chairman of the 
street sale for the K of C, said 
both he and Mr. Miller grew up 
two blocks from each other in 
Monroe.

“He and I worked on this (sale) 
for quite a while,” Mr. Jondro 
said. “We were real close. He was 
among a number of guys that 
stepped forward when we need-
ed them… he was a very active 
man.”

The Exchangeites already have 
kicked off their pre-sale of Good-
fellow tickets that can be ex-
changed for a paper on sale day. 
The club mailed 75-100 letters to 
local businesses and individuals 
asking for donations for pre-sale 
tickets.

Between the two organiza-
tions, at least 100 volunteers are 
expected to sell papers at about 
40 different locations through-
out the area. Friday morning, Ex-
change volunteers will also sell 
papers at DTE Energy’s Monroe 
plant, Monroe County Commu-
nity Credit Union and both Tim 
Hortons’ restaurants. The bulk of 
the volunteers will hawk papers 
Saturday morning on street cor-
ners in downtown Monroe and 
in both Frenchtown and Monroe 
townships. Volunteers also will 

sell all day during the Christmas 
in Ida Festival.

“We will have at least 10 new 
members selling,” Mr. Hehl said. 
“They’ve done a great job of in-
creasing membership.”

The Monroe News press run is 
9,000 papers. 

“We used them all last year,” 
Mr. Hehl noted.

Joe Peters and a crew of other 
volunteers from the K of C will 
prepare and serve food for vol-
unteers Saturday.

Exchange uses its portion to 
assist low-income families with 
expenses for eye care and eye-
glasses year-round and to pro-
vide college financial aid schol-
arships. A donation is also made 
to Family Counseling & Shelter 
Services of Monroe County to 
provide family, marital and in-
dividual counseling. The com-
prehensive shelter also offers 
specialized services to prevent 
domestic violence.

The Knights use their share to 
provide boxes of food to needy 
families and senior citizens in 
time for Christmas. About 200 
families are expected to receive 
assistance this year, Mr. Jondro 
said.

The K of C works with the 
Salvation Army, which screens 
recipients who get boxes on 
Christmas Eve. There have been 
some changes made in recent 
years on what is provided, he 
said.

“In the past, we had mainly 
Christmas meals,” he said. “Now 

we provide food products for 
Christmas Week meals.”

The Knights and their fami-
lies and other volunteers pack 
and sort the boxes at 6 p.m. Dec. 
23 at the K of C hall and deliver 
them the next day at 8 a.m. Joe 
Lamour heads the packing op-
eration while Sam Liparoto and 
Jeff Rupp handle finances and 
purchasing of food. 

Mr. Jondro said he was amazed 
to learn recently that this would 
be the 101st Goodfellow drive. 
He said Bob Lamour, anoth-
er longtime volunteer for the 
Knights, researched history of 
the effort.

“There’s a lot of history with 
these two clubs,” he said.

The K of C began preparing 
food baskets in 1914 to feed the 
hungry in the City of Monroe, 
according to Mr. Lamour’s re-
search. That year, the Knights 
delivered 56 baskets of food to 
the needy. By 1932, in the height 
of the depression, they expanded 
throughout Monroe County and 
provided food for 450 families.

The Exchange club began serv-
ing the county in 1921. Ten years 
later, the club launched its first 
Goodfellow Newspaper Sale. The 
2016 edition is the 85th year for 
the sale.

In 1933, a partnership between 
the Knights and Exchange be-
gan, Mr. Hehl said.

“This partnership has been 
working now for 85 years,” he 
said.

Goodfellow sales ready in four communities



By Jackie Giroux
Reporter

 As the tarp was pulled off 
Bedford’s Lake Erie Transit 
(L.E.T.) bus during a special 
unveiling ceremony Wednes-
day, November 30 at the Bed-
ford Township Hall, those in 
attendance were the first to get 
a glimpse of the bus’s new look.

A colorful wrap now covers 
the entire bus. On that wrap is 
a collection of photos represent-
ing community pride that in-
clude residents and students of 
the community as well as local 
sights around the bus’s service 
area – Lambertville, Temper-
ance and Samaria.

Theresa Sheroian, president 
of Sheroian Associates in Lam-
bertville, which is the market-
ing partner for L.E.T., said that 
the bus wrap is made of a 3M 
Performance Graphics vinyl 
called 3M Controltac that usu-
ally lasts for 7 to 10 years. “All 
the sides contain volunteers, 
riders and destinations from the 
community,” she said. The 
slogan “Ride With Pride in 
Bedford” is also featured on the 
wrap.

Buses with the Community 
Pride theme that serves the City 
of Monroe and Frenchtown 
were also unveiled earlier in 
November.

Development of the wrap 
had been in the works for 
months. L.E.T. and Sheroian 

Associates called on commu-
nity leaders for suggestions of 
whom and what to include on 
the wraps. “We invited the 
volunteers/riders to have their 
images taken as a part of our 
Bedford Community Pride 
campaign for use on the bus 
wrap and to be included in  
Lake Erie Transit media out-
lets: website, Facebook page, 
community services materials 
and print ads. The campaign 
and whom will appear on the 
bus wrap was kept very secret 
until the unveiling for the ele-
ment of surprise,” said Theresa 
Sheroian.

“Lake Erie Transit is proud-
ly a community-driven organi-
zation,” said Mark Jagodzinski, 
LE.T. general manager. “These 
Community Driven bus wraps 
are a great way to show that 
pride for everyone to see and 
reflect the pride of the people 
in each community.”

After the unveiling, indi-
viduals whose picture is on  
the bus wrap were able to take 
a ride on the bus – the first  
passengers to ride on the bus 
featuring “Pride in Bedford.”

When you are out and 
around in the Bedford com-
munity and spot the Bedford 
L.E.T. bus, be sure to take a 
look. Chances are at least  
one of the pictures on the bus 
wrap is that of someone you 
know!

There’s a new look 
for Bedford’s Lake 
Erie Transit bus

Bedford’s Lake Erie 
Transit bus was unveiled 
recently at the Bedford 
Township Hall. A colorful 
wrap covers the entire bus 
with a montage of photos 
giving i t  a  new look. 
Represent ing  Bedford 
communi t y  p r ide  a re 
p i c tu re s  o f  s t uden t s , 
volunteers, riders and local 
sights around the bus’s 
service area.

~ REPRINTED FROM THE DEC. 6-19, 2016 ISSUE OF THE BEDFORD PRESS ~
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It’s a 
wrap!
Bedford LET bus unveiled

SERVICE WHILE YOU WAIT • All Makes & Models • Evening & Weekend Hours
Quick Lane at 
Brondes Ford
Toledo
5545 Secor Road
Toledo, Ohio 43623

419-471-2969

ALEXIS
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EC
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N

1/4 mile south of Alexis Rd at 
Brondes Ford Toledo.

SAVE ON EVERYDAY SERVICE

Up to fi ve quarts of 5W-20 Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft® oil fi lter. Taxes, diesel vehicles 
and disposal fees extra. See Service Advisor for vehicle applications and details. Offer valid 
with coupon.  Expires 12/31/16. BN

Motorcraft® Synthetic
Blend Oil and 
Filter Change
Using the oil recommended for 
your vehicle helps save fuel. $1995

Computer-balance four wheels. Inspect brake friction material, caliper operation, rotors or drums, hoses and 
connections. Inspect parking brake for damage and proper operation. Rotate and inspect four tires. Dual-rear-
wheel vehicles extra. Taxes extra. See Service Advisor for details. Offer valid with coupon. Expires 12/31/16. BN

ICE
Get A $50 Mail-In Rebate 
when you use the 
Ford Service 
Credit Card ON 
ANY MOTORCRAFT
BRAKE SERVICE

SAVE ON EVERYDAY SERVICESERVICE
Wheel Balance and
Tire Rotation
Tire maintenance
you need at a great price

$2999
$3999

Check and set front toe. Caster, camber adjustment extra. Some 
vehicles more. See Service Advisor for  details. Offer valid with coupon. 
Expires 12/31/16. BN

Front End Alignment

Performed by an expert technician

ALIGNMENT
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BY DANIELLE PORTTEUS

dportteus@monroenews.com

BEDFORD TOWNSHIP — 
Two-year-old Nadia McIntosh 
smiled proudly and shouted 
“Mommy,” when she saw her 
mother, Faustina McIntosh on 
the side of a Lake Erie Transit 
bus. 

It took her a moment, but 
the youngster then realized 
her dad, Anthony McIntosh, 
was on there too. 

“It’s daddy,” she said.
Mr. McIntosh has worked 

at Lake Erie Transit for two 
years and was among several 

faces placed on a bus that will 
be used in Bedford Township 
as part of LET’s Dial-a-Ride 
service. 

The third and final “Com-
munity Pride” bus was 
unveiled Nov. 30 at Bedford 
Township Government Center. 

During November, Lake Erie 
Transit unveiled buses featur-
ing faces of local residents and 
images from its three millage 
communities — the City of 
Monroe, Frenchtown Town-
ship and Bedford Township. 

Mr. McIntosh said the com-
pany was looking for volun-
teers to be photographed for 

the wrap and obliged. 
“My wife was way more into 

it because she loves taking 
pictures,” he said. 

Dozens gathered prior to the 
unveiling for a brief program 
about the history of the wraps. 
Joseph Lybik, LET board chair-
man, as he did for the previous 
two unveilings, talked about 
the wraps beginning with the 
“Spirit of Monroe” bus in 2008. 

“Lake Erie Transit is proud to 
be part of this community,” he 
said. “(Bedford) is a beautiful 
area.” 

The Bedford Township bus 
features the Francis Family 

YMCA, the library, Monroe 
County Community College’s 
Whitman Center, a golfer, 
firemen, a family, veterans and 
three members of the Bedford 
High School robotics team 
Bedford Express. 

“Our coach was asked for 
some of us to be on the bus, 
and being on it is kinda weird,” 
said Olivia Miller, 17. 

The wraps will be on the bus 
for several years, and Olivia 
thinks that is a cool idea. 

“What is cool is that years 
from now I can look at the bus 
and see what I was like back 
then,” Olivia said. 

POINT OF COMMUNITY PRIDE

The Gandee children — Braden, Ker-
ragan, Hunter and Kellen — pose by 
their picture on the bus wrap. The 
Gandees completed their last Cere-
bral Palsy Swagger walk in the spring.  

— Monroe News photos by TOM HAWLEY 

Lake Erie Transit’s “Ride with Pride in Bedford” bus was unveiled Nov. 30 outside the Bedford Township Government Center as the people whose picture was taken for the wrap took a ride on 
the bus driven by Jim Miller.








